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18 September, 2019 

Media reports relating to AFL Sports Controlling Body 

(quotes attributable to Catherine Myers, Chief Executive Officer, VCGLR) 
 
The Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation (VCGLR) committed to review media 
reports regarding the AFL and the Melbourne Football Club after they were published by the Herald 
Sun in April this year.  
 
The VCGLR found that the information and evidence published by the media formed part of its 
original investigation in 2012 which determined that the AFL had not breached its obligations as a 
Sports Controlling Body.  
 
As no breaches of Victorian legislation were identified, the VCGLR will be taking no further action 
against the AFL in relation to this matter.  
 
The AFL is the Sports Controlling Body for Australian Rules Football and as such, the VCGLR has 
oversight over the processes and systems put in place by the AFL to ensure the integrity of betting on 
sporting events under its control. 
 
In accordance with the Gambling Regulation Act 2003 (the Act), the AFL as a Sports Controlling Body 
is required to notify the VCGLR in writing if it becomes aware of a breach or suspected breach of its 
policies, rules, codes of conduct or other mechanisms designed to ensure the integrity of the relevant 
sports betting event, as soon as practicable and in any event within 14 days of the breach or 
suspected breach. 
 
Since the conclusion of the 2012 VCGLR investigation into the AFL in relation to the Melbourne 
Football Club tanking allegation, the AFL has updated its policies and procedures in line with 
recommendations made by the VCGLR to enhance its capacity to ensure the integrity of the AFL 
competition. 
 
The obligations of a Sports Controlling Body and the role of the VCGLR in overseeing these are set 
out in the Act. The legislative framework emphasises the integrity of betting on sporting events. It 
requires Sports Controlling Bodies to have and maintain sports betting integrity processes and 
policies.  
 
I am confident in the VCGLR’s capacity to discharge its regulatory responsibilities with all the 
expertise and professionalism required, including any ongoing and active investigation and oversight 
of AFL integrity matters. 
 
The VCGLR is committed to ensuring the integrity of betting on sports events. In addition to the 
approval of Sports Controlling Bodies, the VCGLR undertakes its responsibilities as a regulator 
through mechanisms such as formal investigations, information gathered in the course of regular 
reviews and audits, complaints received and referrals to or from other agencies. Should IBAC 
undertake an investigation, the VCGLR would cooperate fully. 
 
Match-fixing and related corrupt conduct is a criminal matter. Criminal matters are dealt with by 
Victoria Police.  
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Background information 
 

The VCGLR regulates the integrity of sports betting through the approval of Sports Controlling Bodies 
(SCB) and sporting events. To be approved as an SCB, the VCGLR conducts a detailed examination 
of the application and considers the sporting bodies rules, policies and procedures particularly as they 
relate to the integrity of the competition and betting outcomes. The sporting body must have 
measures in place to maintain the integrity of approved betting events.  
 
In accordance with section 4.5.32 of the Gambling Regulation Act 2003, a Sports Controlling Body is 
required to notify the VCGLR in writing if it becomes aware of a breach or suspected breach of its 
policies, rules, codes of conduct or other mechanisms designed to ensure the integrity of the relevant 
sports betting event, as soon as practicable and in any event within 14 days of the breach or 
suspected breach. It is also required to notify the VCGLR of any changes to integrity policies, rules or 
codes of conduct. 
 
A Sports Controlling Body must also notify the VCGLR in writing of the action taken to investigate any 
breach or suspected breach and the result of any such investigation on its completion. 
 
Ongoing monitoring of Sports Controlling Bodies includes a periodic review and a reporting scheme 
which requires Sports Controlling Bodies to report breaches of integrity processes. 
 
Match-fixing is illegal and a criminal matter. Criminal matters are a matter for Victoria Police. 
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