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Static alcohol advertising prohibition
This flowchart may assist you in determining whether your advertising may be prohibited under section 115B 
of the Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 (the Act). You are encouraged to use this flowchart to assess each 
advertising you intend to display.

Is the advertising within 150m of the perimeter of a school and 
displayed for a direct or indirect pecuniary benefit?
Is the advertising alcohol advertising? (i.e., any information, term, 
expression, symbol or other thing that gives publicity to or otherwise 
promotes liquor)
Is the alcohol advertising static advertising? (Static advertising 
includes banners, billboards, hoardings, signs, images or rolling 
static displays, digital billboards and panels including those that 
display moving or video images, moveable billboard and displays, 
including A-frame moveable display boards. Static advertising does 
not include broadcast television, radio, digital media such as websites 
or social media and commercial print media such as magazines and 
newspapers.)

Does an exemption apply?
An exemption applies if the alcohol advertising:
• is a logo, emblem or product name that is on a building occupied 

by a person conducting business that is associated with the 
supply of liquor;

• is displayed on the exterior of a licensed premises;
• is on a sporting ground or racecourse;
• is on an item of clothing worn by a person; 
• is on a vehicle that is in reasonable transit through an area close 

to a school, travelling to a destination; or
• is displayed under an alcohol advertising contract entered into 

before 28 March 2018 (however, this exemption only applies for a 
period of two years, i.e. it does not apply to advertising displayed 
under an advertising contract after 28 March 2020).

The advertising may be prohibited under section 115B of the Act

If you have answered NO to all of these exemptions

The advertising may not be 
prohibited under section 
115B of the Act

If you have answered YES to 
any of these exemptions

*Regardless of whether your advertising 
is a prohibited static alcohol advertising, 
the VCGLR may ban a licensee from 
advertising or promoting the supply of 
liquor or the conduct of their licensed 
premises under section 115A of the 
Act, if the VCGLR is of the opinion that 
the advertising or promotion is likely to 
encourage irresponsible consumption 
of liquor or is otherwise not in the public 
interest.
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